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ROSENBERG PRAISES SENATE ACTION 

ON SWEEPING ANTI-BULLYING BILL

State Senator Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst), President Pro-Tem of the Massachusetts Senate, today praised the Senate’s passage of a sweeping anti-bullying bill as “a thoughtful, comprehensive response to a potentially devastating problem.”

“Heartbreaking doesn’t begin to describe the devastation bullying can cause,” Rosenberg said, “and it would have been easy for legislators to respond emotionally. Instead, we directed that energy toward a bill designed to help state and local officials stop bullying before it starts, and end it immediately if it does.”

The highlights of the bill include:

· The creation of a new section in the General Laws prohibiting bullying, including cyber-bullying, at school; at all school facilities; at school sponsored functions; on school buses and bus stops; through the use of technology if owned by a school; and in non-school related situations if the bullying affects the school environment.

· This legislation defines “bullying” and requires each school district, charter school and non-public school to develop a bullying prevention and intervention plan by December 31, 2010 and to include this plan in the student code of conduct.  The principal will be responsible for implementing the plan. 

· Each plan must contain certain provisions including procedures for responding to and investigating reports of bullying; strategies for protecting those who report bullying; notice to the parents/guardians of students involved in bullying; and taking appropriate disciplinary action. 

-more-
· Requires ongoing professional development regarding bullying prevention and intervention and the adoption of response procedures. 

· Requires each school to designate a school official who is responsible for implementing and enforcing the bullying prevention plan.  

· Requires the school principal to report incidents of bullying to local law enforcement if the school principal believes that criminal charges may be pursued. 

· This legislation requires the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to develop a model bullying prevention and intervention plan and to compile a list of resources. 

· This legislation requires the Individual Education Plans of children on the autistic spectrum to contain provisions to help autistic children avoid and respond to bullying. 

· This legislation applies to all school districts, commonwealth charter schools and non-public schools. 

· This legislation ensures that a private right of action is not created for enforcement of this section against any public school, school district or the commonwealth.  
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